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Concept:         

               Sugar is obtained from sugarcane, sugar beet and other trees 

like sugar palm and date palm. Sugarcane and sugar beet are, however, 

the two main sources ofsugarcontributingabout60%and40%respectively. 

Cane sugar provides about 80% of total exportable surplus. The 

differences in the physical conditions of cultivation of sugarcane and 

sugar beet actually determine the distribution of sugar producing areas. 

The principal cane producing areas are Brazil, Cuba, Indonesia, India, 

China, Pakistan, Thailand, Mexico and Australia. Brazil occupied the 

first place in the world both in area and production of sugarcane 

accounting for 25% for its area as well as the production. India 

occupies the second place. 

                   Sugar beet is a root crop generally grown in temperate 

climatic regions. It is extensively grown in the North European plains, 

particularly in France, Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and former 

USSR. Outside the North European plain, it is also grown in U.S.A’s 

California, Colorado and Utal, and U.K., Romania, and Italy. Former 

USSR is the largest producer of sugar beet contributing about 39% of 

the sugar beet area and 29% of its production in the world. Except for 

U.S.A, China and Turkey, all other producers of sugar beet are 

European countries. Generally these sugar beet countries produce sugar 

from beet and consume it locally. Very limited quantity of beet sugar, 

therefore, enters the international market. Physical conditions affecting 

sugar industry are given here cane and beet differs widely in their 

requirements of the physical conditions; 

 



 

 

 

Physical conditions                    Cane                           Beet        

1. Temperature                              21-27 C                16-23 C 

2. Rainfall                            75-120cm if                60cm mainly during                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

3. Soil                             Loam, clay and alluvial          Loam and clayey l                                                            

4. Manure                        --------------                  ----------------------------- 

5. Level terrain               ---------------                 ------------------------------ 

6. Cheap labour             ----------------                 ----------------------------- 

7. Fast and cheap means of transportation          --------------------- 

Factors for the Localization of Sugar Industry: 

1. Raw materials: - Sugarcane and sugar beet: Sugarcane loses weight 

upto ten times in the process of manufacturing. Therefore, sugar mills 

are located in the sugar producing regions. 

2. Large supply of cheap labour is essential in this industry. 

3. The commercial production of sugar also demands quick 

transportation of sugarcane to the factories. 

4. Market is also necessary for disposal of the products. Brazil, Cuba, 

India, and China 

Distribution of Sugar Industries: - Depending upon the above 

factors, sugar industries are developed in the countries of Cuba, Brazil, 

Venezuela, Australia, Thailand, South Africa, Philippines, Mauritius and 

India (exporting countries in rank). Cuba is the largest exporter of cane 

sugar accounting for about 24% of the total sugar export of the world.          



 

 

 

India is a large producer of cane sugar. She has a very large home 

demand and, therefore, her export is limited. 

1. Brazil: - Brazil is the 1
ST

 largest producer of sugarcane in the world. 

It produces cane sugar in the lowlands of North-eastern plateau of east 

central region. It ranks first in the production of sugarcane - 24% of the 

world due to cheap labour, machines, manures and climate. The soil is 

productive. After meeting her requirements, it also exports large 

quantity of sugar. 

                                                    

 

                                                    

 



 

 

2. India: -India is the 2
nd 

largest producer of sugarcane – 22% of the 

world with the largest sugarcane acreage-30% of the world, India 

provides sugarcane almost all the states. The greater part of its 

production comes from U.P., Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Andhra 

Pradesh, Karnataka and Punjab. While the North Indian states dominate 

in its production, South Indian states have greater yields. Approx 55% of 

the total sugarcane production in India is utilized for the manufacturing 

of gur and khandsari and littlie over 25% is used for the manufacturing 

of crystal sugar. 

        Production of Sugarcane and Sugar in India( in per cent) 

State                           Area                     Sugarcane                Sugar                     

U.P                           52.7                          41.3                           24.7 

Maharashtra            9.3                           13.1                            35.9 

Karnataka               6.7                           11.5                            7.7 

Tamil Nadu             6.6                           10.8                            9.0 

Andhra Pradesh     4.8                           5.5                              6.6 

Gujarat                  2.7                           5.0                              1.9 

Punjab                  4.1                           3.3                              4.6 

Haryana              3.9                           2.8                               1.9   

Bihar                  3.7                           1.6                               2.1     

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------    

Others              94.5                          94.9                              94.4 

                        5.5                            5.1                                5.6 



 

 

                                                 

 

                                                             

3. China: – It has 5
th

 position and produces about 5.4% sugarcane of 

the world. It provides sugar in the southern part where there is ample 

rainfall and warm conditions prevail. Te soil is fertile and there is a 

cheap labour supply.(South western parts & Taiwan)                                   

4. Cuba: - The position of Cuba as a large exporter results from the 

following conditions (3rd position – 7% of the world, farms- machines) 

1. Large supply of land – Small population and so demand of food is not 

great.50% of the cultivated land is devoted to sugarcane.  



 

 

2. Relief and soil- gently rolling lands and flat valleys, the soil is fertile 

and well-drained. 

3. Climate- Climate is favourable for growing cane sugar. 

4. Ratoon system- Cuba harvests from 4 to 8 crops from one planting.      

Crop after first harvest is called ratoon. It saves land preparation and 

cane needed for seeds. 

5. Transportation- coastal areas connected with railways and roads. 

6. U.S.A is her market  

                                                 

                                                      

 

 

5. Indonesia: - Java is the most important producer of sugar in 

Indonesia. Soil is volcanic, fertile and labour is cheap. 

6. Hawaiian Islands: – Rainfall is abundant, Soil is volcanic and fertile. 

The export is sent to USA. 

              

  



 

 

 Sugar beet Production in the World                                                   

 

                                                                                                                                   

Sugar cane Production in the World

 

 

 



 

 

World: Sugar regions 

                                                        

 

 

  Indonesia: Sugar regions                                                   

 



 

 

      Pakistan: Sugar regions                                          

 

     Mexico: Sugar regions                                                       

 


